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NATIONAL MENTAL HEALTH AND SUICIDE PREVENTION AGREEMENT 

Statement by Minister for Mental Health 

MS A. SANDERSON (Morley — Minister for Mental Health) [12.10 pm]: The McGowan government will 
contribute $26.5 million as part of the 2022–23 state budget to support the implementation of the WA bilateral 
schedule to the National Mental Health and Suicide Prevention Agreement. The agreement will deliver 
a $61.5 million joint investment into mental health and suicide prevention services in Western Australia over 
four years from 2022–23 to 2025–26. This new investment is centred on three new initiatives. The first is a new 
Head to Health kids’ hub to be established in Western Australia by 2023–24. The kids’ hub will improve early 
intervention by enabling greater access to care from multidisciplinary teams for children up to the age of 12, and their 
families. The kids’ hub will integrate with existing state and commonwealth services. The new kids’ hub is another 
component that will help us build a more integrated, comprehensive and sustainable system for our children. 

The second initiative will address another priority for the McGowan government, which is to improve aftercare 
services for people following a suicide attempt or suicidal crisis. Providing a clear pathway to appropriate support 
has been proven to lower the severity and duration of a suicidal crisis. A two-part approach will be implemented: 
the first is for individuals who have been discharged from hospital following a suicide attempt; and the second is to 
expand referral and entry pathways from other settings to capture those who have experienced a suicidal crisis without 
being admitted to hospital. The bilateral schedule will support this priority with a commitment of $40.4 million 
for community-based aftercare services from 2022–23. 
The third initiative will enhance the state’s commitment to eating disorder services, with an additional $8.6 million 
from 2023–24 to provide for a service in the east metropolitan area of Perth. The new funding will provide an 
intensive day program and an outpatient clinic. This is in addition to two existing services in the south and north 
metropolitan areas funded by the state in the 2021–22 budget, totalling $31.7 million over four years. 
To ensure that it meets the needs of the Western Australian community, the bilateral schedule provides for the 
establishment of the joint service planning and governance committee. Membership will include representatives 
from state governments and the commonwealth government, from non-government organisations, and, importantly, 
from consumers and carers. The national agreement and bilateral schedule will be administered by the 
Western Australian Mental Health Commission on behalf of the state, with implementation planning to occur 
collaboratively between the state and the commonwealth. We look forward to improved collaboration with the 
commonwealth and the members of the new service planning and governance committee. 
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